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g O correft vulgar Errors, 
NJ * 


and to point out popular 
Abuſes, is undoubtedly i in 
iſelf commendable and praiſe Wor- 
thy; and he, who endeavours to 
prevent Miftakes which are of . 
tal Tendency, deſerves at leaſt a 
candid Hearing. — But yet, if we 
look abroad into the World, and 
ſurvey the Practice of Mankind in 

ü 11 gene- 


2 


SY 
: 


- 


Reformer is often treated with 
Malevolence and Ill nature - and i | 
his Deſigns, however — but 


too commonly traduced and ne- 
glected. Now though Experience 
abundantly convinces me, that this 


is certainly the Caſe, yet I am by 


no Means diſcouraged in my pre- 
ſent Views, but reſolve to commu- 
nicate my Thoughts to the Pub- 
lic, though the Chances of Suc- 


ceſs are evidently againſt me. For 
my own part, I here confeſs my- —- 
ſelf abſolutely unconcerned about 
the Fate of this little T rac, and 


it is quite indifferent to me, whe- 


ther (to borrow an Expreſſion from 


the Theatre) it is clapped or damu- 


ed; the gatisfaction which ariſes 


5 from the Conſciouſneſs of mean 


eral we ſhall 82 that the 


4 19 V o ** 


Wl: 


mg well, will fuffciently recom- 
penſe me; and as the public Good 
is what I aim at, that Satisfaction 


I am ſure to experience. 


The Preſervation of the Indi- 
Wa and the Propagation of the 
Species, are Principles planted in 


us by that Hand which made us. 
The firſt of theſe attends us ear- 


ly, and accompanies us through 
every Stage and Period of our 
Lives; the latter indeed, we receive 


| not quite ſo ſoon, nor does it dif- 


cover itſelf, till Time has added 


Strength and Vigour : They are 
both abſolutely neceffary to the 


Well-being and Continuance of 


Society; though each is to be at- 
tended to under proper Reſttic- 
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Itis not my Deſign at preſent, 


to enter minutely into the Con- 
ſideration of either of theſe Prin- : 


ciples ; ſince what I intend, is on- 
ly to offer ſome Thou ghts on Gal- 


lantry, Love, and Marriage, for | 


the Service of my Fair Country- 


damen, and to endeavour a Vindi- 
cation of the married State, from 
thoſe Miſeries and Inconveniences, 
with which it has been unjuſtly - 
charged by. Nales and Libertines. 


That Marriage is a Duty, and 


of Divine Appointment, we learn 8 
bum our Bit; and therefore it 
neceſſarily fellows, that it is cal- 


"EX. Y 


It 


culated to promote the real Intereſt 


and Happineſs of Mankind; fince 
it is altogether ent with 


the Attribu tes and Perfections of 
_ God, to imagine him enjoining his 


— 


1 8 - Coeqtures 


\ 
7 


Creatures to the Performance of 
£ uſeleſs or unmeaning Ceren dnies. 


wry 


In conformity to the Divine Ex- 


ample, we find the Legiſlative 


Powers of the ſeveral Ages and 
Nations of the World, each add- 


ing their Sanctions to the Inſtitu- 
tion, and ſettling, according to 


their reſpective Notions of Religion, 


certain Rules and Directions relat- : "4 
ing to it. And though ſome have, l 
no doubt, confined. it within un- 
reaſonable Limitations, and others, 
il ae treated it with a 
ſhocking and unbounded Licenti- 


Guth; 3 yet upon the whole, eve- 


ry civilized People have, in great- 


er or leſs Degrees, concurred to 


promote and encourage it. — 1 


might here, very eaſily produce, 


* Run of learned Quotations 


A 5 from 


4 8 4 
from the Antients, in ſupport of 
the Remark ; but as I hinted above, 
I take up my Pen in the Service 
of Ladies, and Lady-like Gen- 
tlemen, and therefore ſhall deſiſt 
from every thing of this Sort, and 
| pare them the Trouble of read- 
ing, what they probably e 
not underſtanld. 
If Marriage is a Duty, * Per- 
formance of it tends moſt effectu- 
ally to procure us Happineſs; ſince 


our Duty and our Intereſt are ever. 


inſeparably connected. — Happinck:_ 
is certainly what we are all aſpiring 
after, and we ſhall find it the End 


of all our Purſuits, | of all our 


Hopes and Wiſhes : The Methods: 
which are taken to ſecure this de- 
| fired Object, are infinite and in 
numerable 3 but We may be ſatisfi- 


— ; * — 
ys + H. ed, 


- Chaſiity and Honour. + 


1 
ed, there is one only Path which 
leads us to the Prize; and they 
only ſucceed in the: important 
Purſuit, who act up to the Laws 
of their Nature, and follow the 
Dictates of Virtue and Morality.— 
The Satisfactions, which reſult from 
Intemperance and Debauchery, are 
by no means to be ſet in Compe- 
tition with thoſe which attend 
— The 
Pleaſures which ariſe to the Mar- 
ried Man are laſting and ſincere, 
unſullied and ſubſtantial ; ' while 
the Libertine, even in his moſt 
joyous Moments, in the Height of 
all his ſenſual Exceſſes, is certain- 
ly ſuperlatively wretched. ü 

Let us compare the Married | 
Man with the 7/hore-mafeer, and 
1 a general Survey of their re 


ſpective 


05 10 * 5 
ſpective Pleaſures. Coneeire 
the former happy, truly bappy, in in 
the Efteem and Affection of an 
amiable and virtuous Woman, ho 
repays him all his Care and Ten- 
derneſs, with Duty, Love, Sub- 
miſſion; who partakes in all his 
Joys, and intereſts herſelf in all 
his Afflictions and Diſtreſſes, and 
miniſters, to the utmoſt of her 
Power, Relief, Support, and Com- 
fort. —— Thus it is with thoſe, 
where the Union is founded on 
mutual Affection, that Affection 
on mutual Eſteem, and that E- 
| ſeem on Virtue, Senſe, and Rea- 
ſon. — Purſue the pleaſing Pro- 
ſpect yet farther, and conceive the 
| happy Pair bleſſed in a numerous 
Offspring: What tender Paſſions, 
what home-felt Raptures, poſleſs 

<q 


"Sn . 
and actuate by turns, the Parent 
Breaſts? See their Hearts leaping, 


burning, melting, with Joy, witk 


Hope, with Tenderneſs | Pleaſing 
Views of future Happineſs, reſer- 
ved in Heaven for the Boys, fall 
the Imagination of the Father; 
| while the tender Boſom of the 
fonder Mother, partial to her own 
ſofter Sex, indulges in painting 
Pleaſures for her Daughters, the 
rifing Images of herſelf; and both 
unite, with warmeſt Zeal, to in- 
fure Succeſs and Happineſs for the 
dear Pledges ' of their mutual 


nial Comforts Conjugal Delights! 
Pleaſures taſted _ _ the wor= 
14 F ew! 025 
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© Pope. 
But let us produce the Contraſt 
to this inchanting Picture. See 


then the Rake, widely miſtaking 
Lis Road to Happineſs, and blindly 


ſeeking it-in the Embraces of a 


Harlot: See him flying to the 


polluted Arms of a Proflitute. in 
ſearch of Pleaſure, but meeting 


certain Infamy, Remorſe, Diſeaſe, 


and Death. Add to this, that the 


V. hore-maſter i is unacquainted with 
all the tender Senſations of a Pa- 


rent, and Stranger to all a Fa- 
ther s Hopes and Wiſhes; ſince 
F Children ku gay In- 


tercourſe, they are thrown on the 


wide World at large, for Support 
and Suſtenance 3 and generally 


ſpeak- 


| a I3) 
ſpeaking, wanting the Advantages 
of a virtuous Education, follow 
the Examples of their unworthy 
Progenitors, inherit their Vices, 
and grow up a Burden to Society, 
A Nuiſance to the Public. | 
But here the Debauchee will pro- | 
bably object, that a married Life 
does not always turn out ſo happily 
as I have above deſcribed it; ſince 
Marriages often prove perpetual 
Scenes of Wretchedneſs and Miſe- 
ry: He will refer me perhaps, to 
a a number of unhappy Families, as 
ſtanding melancholy Examples to 
illuſtrate his Remark, and add 
Validity to the Objection. — To 
this I anſwer, That the Uneaſi- 
neſſes which we but too often ob- 
ſerve among married Perſons, are 
ovings almoſt entirely, to their 
own 


2 


own Follies and Indiſcretions, and 
by no means, to any Flaw or 
Blemiſh in the Inſtitution itſelf ; 
and nothing furely can be more 
unjuſt and unreaſonable, than to 
charge Miſeries and Misfortunes 
on an Inſtitution, which ariſe 
__ - wholly and abſolutely, from the 
IIl- Conduct of thoſe who are the 
Subjects of it. — When People 
are induced to Marriage from 
wrong or unworthy Principles, no 
1long-liv'd Happineſs can reaſon- 
ably be hoped for or expected: 
When, for Inſtance, a ſet of Fea- 
' tures, @ Complexion, the Tincture 
"of a Shin, or a few external 
Charms, are made the Baſes of 
promiſed Bliſs, Happineſs in that 
Caſe muſt certainly be precarious 
| aid inſubſtantial : When the Gra- 
tification 
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„ 
tification of a ſenſual Appetite 
(which we ſhare in common with 
the Brutal World) becomes the pre- 
vailing Motive, what can be more 
clear, than that- Pleaſure will va- 
niſh with Enjoyment, and Expec- 
tation be loſt-in Poſſeſſion ? Or, 


- laſtly, When an inſatiable Defire 


for Riches, Titles, Pomp, and 


the Soul, and appears the great 
Inducement, tis no Wonder if Life 
is imbittered with perpetual Vexa- 

tions and Inquietudes. Nor would 
It, under any of the above Cir- 
cumſtances, be a Phænomenon at 
all unaccountable, if the Parties 
thus imprudently matched, ſhould 
begin Repentance even in the Ho- 
 ney-Moon. — If the Libertine 
* allow himſelf to advert to 


a View 


Grandeur, captivates and engrofſes | 


not actuated by a mutual Eſt 


7 x6 9 
* view like this, he might ally 
diſcover the fatal Sources, from 
_ -whence ſo many unhappy Marriages 
ariſe, and ſee at once the Weak- 
f . of his ill- grounded Objection. 

HFappineſs in Marriage can only 
be expected, when Virtue, Reaſon, 
and Religion, are at the Bottom. 
Previous to a Union of this inter- 
; reſting Nature, where the Parties 
are ſolemnly engaged for Life, the 
greateſt Care and Ciroumſ pection 
are required; a due Attention to 


Temper and Diſpoſition, and a 
proper Regard - to every other 
Object of worldly Prudence, are 
indiſ penſible Prerequiſites: Nor 
ſhould any precipitately engage in 
the matrimonial Contract, bo are 


and by a pure diſintereſted Aﬀeo 5 
. 3 


7 


—— 5 
tion, free from the Inſtigations of 
5 Senſe,” and devoid of Avarice and 
N Ambition: 11 

Was I by any means inclined to 

n this Subject, and to go into 

the Examination of thoſe other 

Princi ples, on which the Libertine 
5 Syſtem depends ; - they would all, 

I am perſuaded, appear equally 

weak and trifling with that above 
confuted: But I muſt beg leave 

to wave every thing farther of this 
Sort, as inconſiſtent with the * 
ſign on which I fat out. 
I have now done wich the Gen- 
tlemen (if indeed a Libertine de- 
ſerves that Title) and what I have 
farther to offer, reſpects more par- 
0 ticularly the Ladies. And with 
regard to Them, I can't help fay-_ 
* upon this S that Iam 
B apt = 


(8) . 
apt to believe, that n Bos s . 
bazigur (unèxceptionable as they 
may think it) tends in great mea: 
fare to increaſe the Number” of 
Rakes and Debatichers. That they 
encourage thoſe of this Dude, is, 
alas, I am afraid, but too true; 
8e he who has been milk: con- 
verſant in criminal Intrigues, is 
generally eſteemed the Fellow of 
moſt Spirit. That a Reformed 
Rake makes the beſt Huſband, is 
|. a Maxim almoſt univerſally allow- 
add. amongſt them; and we find 
185 from © daily Experience, that a 
Scoundrel, after having debauched 
half a Dozen Girls, ſhall marry at 
laſt, as the Reward of his Enor- 
N a Lady of Merit and For- 


tune. Ia ſhort, Vanity is the 
1 * F bible * the 


eee 
ger; every Woman thinks herſelf 
poſſeſſed of Charms ſufficient. to 


attract the whole Attention of the 


Man ſhe loves; and therefore 
fondly hopes, that theſe Charms, 
under Her Management, will ne- 
ceſſarily reclaim the Wanderer, 
and fix him unalterably hers; 
and for my own part, I really be- 
lieve, that a Man can now-a-days, 
take no more effectual Method, 
to ſecure himſelf the Efteem of our 
modern Ladies, in general, than 
by appearing a Rake, at leaſt in 
Practice, if not in Principle ; and 
F have known a young Fellow, 
whole Behaviour was really yir- 
tuous, very ſolicitous to be thought 
a Libertine, by the Girl to whom 


he paid his Addreſſes. If Things | 


* are thus (and let the Ladies ex- 


„ amine 


3 


. {a 20 * 
| amine  infpartially into \their own. 
oOonſciences, and tell me if they — + 
are not) ſuffer me, my Fair Coun- 
trywamen, to expoſtulate a Mo- 
ment: If then, you are really. 
| Virtuous, ſhew that Virtue by diſ- 
countenancing the Vicious: Fa- 
vour none but the Virtuous and the 
Moral, and patronize no longer the 
| Profligate and the Abandoned: 
Thoſe who have forfeited their Ho- 
nour and their Innocence, baniſh 
from your Company, and refuſe 
your Hearts and Hands to Men un- 
worthy of them. Let Pride aſſiſt 
' you, fince here it may be com- 
mendable. Diſdain to accept the 
filthy Leavings of an odious Srrum- 
et, and reject with Indignation, 
thoſe who have incontinently haunt- 
ed Stews and Brothels. What, can 
A „ you 


{ 2x ) 
you expect from an Alliance with a 
Libertines Or what Happineſs can 
you promiſe to yourſelves, from ad- 
mitting to your Arms, Men with all 
the Rottenne ſſes of the Town about 
them ? — A Rale, believe me, is 
a Wild Beaſt, not eaſily tamed ; he 
ſeldom thinks of reforming, till his 
Surgeon aſſures him he muſt rake 
no longer. But even admitting his 
Reformation to commence in time; 
what dull, moroſe, diſeaſed, 8 
pid 'Huſhands, do theſe Reformed 
Rakes generall y turn out! And there 
is a Circumſtance ſtill behind, 
which aggravates and ſtrengthens 
the Misfortune; their Diſeaſes but 
too often deſcend to their innocent 
unhappy Progeny, who are doomed, 
alas, to labour under all the Miſe- 
ries of a weakly Conſtitution, and 
B. 3 to 
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Life, perpetual Monuments of 2 


Fathers Guilt and Shame. 


\ 1 „ 9 $ 
Tories crcantur. Fertibus et Banis, . 
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The Brove and Good are che of their Kind. 


| What mall ! ſay more? Be af- 
ſured, a Debauchee is one of the 
greateſt M. onfters the World pro- 


Yuces ; one of the greateſt Peſts 
Society i is burthened With ; reſolve 


then in conſequence, to baniſh from 
your Converſe and  Acquaintance, 


Men of this obnoxious Character 


Believe me, the World, abandoned 
as it is, is not yet ſo loſt to every 
thing Great and Good, but 'that 


there are ſtill ſome Men of Virtue 


and Honour to be found; virtuous 
Women are not more numerous | 


, 2 chan 


5 (23 ) 

than virtuous Men, and there are 
eno- of theſe, to make thoſe hap- 
py. There are ſtill, thank Hea- 
ven, ſome worthy Men, adorned 
with Senſeand Learning, with Com- 
plaiſance and Affability, and with 
every agreeable Accompliſhment 5 
Here then depoſite your Hearts and 
Fortunes, nor doubt the Grati- 
tude of thoſe, to whom they are 
entruſted. Effects are always ade- 
quate to their Cauſes ; let therefore 
the Union be founded on Virtue, | 
Honour, and Prudence ; and then, 

in all human Probability, Happt- 

neſs will enſue, 


If you would have the nuptial Union laſt, .. 
Let Virtue be the Bond that ties it faſt. 
| | Rowe. 
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(24) 
But as a Rake and Debauchee 
ſhould be the Deteſtation of every 
Woman, who has Pretenſions to 
Virtue, ſo there is another Charac- 
ter, which, I think, almoſt equally 

deſerve to be baniſhed the Com- 
pany of every ſenſible Woman: The 
Gentlemen I here refer to, are no 
other, than the Fops and Fribbles, 
the Petit Maitres of the Age; 
thoſe Pretey F ellows, who trip 
about, all Powder, Eſſence, and 
Perfume. N o what Happineſs, 
I beg leave to aſk, can a /enfible Wo- 
man. reaſonably expect, from the 
molt intimate Alliance with a Man 
of this deſpicable Order? His own 
dear Perſon is the ſole Object of his 


Care and Concern; his every Wiſh 
centers there; pou not a Thought 


ever "_ beyond theſe Limits. — 
; 9 Here, 


hon 
: Hay Ladies, then is a Subject for 


your Wit and Raillery; here point 
your Satire. A Fop is Man in Maſ- 


N querade, and as ſuch deſerves your 


utmoſt Ridicule, But yet, alas, how 
different from Ridicule, is your ge- 
neral Treatment of theſe gilded 
Toys, theſe glittering Baubles? In- 
ſtead of deſpiſing theſe Things of 
Sill, you but too often ſacrifice to 
their Vanity, by ill-judged Praiſe 
and Admiration. Dare to be wile = 
— Be captivated no more with Shew 
and Trifles, but learn to diſtinguiſh 
between real Merit, and extrinſic - 
Ornament, 


Were you, ye Fair, but cautions whom ye truſt, ö 
Did you but think how ſeldom Fools are juſt; 
So many of your Sex would not in vain,” | 
Of broken Vows, and faithleſs Men complain. 
| Of all the various Wretches Love has made, 
; * been by Men of Senſe betray'd. 
1378 Convinc d 
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Rose. 1 


There O_ one otter female 
Foible, with which 1 ſhall concern 
myſelf at preſent. It is that am- 
bitious Spirit which prevails fo uni- 
verfally amongft the Fair, that I 
P of militate againſt, What a ſur- 


* Prizing Infatuation muſt poſſeſs that 


Woman, who can ſacrifice her whole 
Happineſs ir in this World to her Am- 
bition ; : and who can ſolemnly en- 
gage herſelf to a Man, to ſtate it at 
the loweſt, ind. ferent to her, pure- 
ly to gratify this reigning Paſſion |! 
What muſt we think of thoſe, who 


can prefer outward Pomp and empty 


1 to inward Eaſe and ſolid 
| Satis- 


ee, e q/ 
C Sassen ; or who had rather be 
Weiches in State, than happy in a 
more moderate Fortune? People of 
this untoward Diſpoſition, muſt be 
= to.experience that Puniſhment, 
Which their own perverſe Notions ' 
will neceſſarily produce ; ; nor ſhall 
J attempt offering any thing on the 
Occaſion to them; but thoſe, whoare 
yet untainted, 1 would , methinks, 
| preſerve: from the Infection, and 
guard againft the fatal Principle: — * 
I charge you then, fling away Ambi- 
Zion! be aſſured, Affections are not 
tobe purchaſed, nor can Riches com- 
mand our Love, or direct its Object. 
Happineſs is confined to no Rank or 
Degree, but often leaves the ſuperb 
Apartments of higher Lite, torevel 
amid the calm. Retirements of 
humbler- Stations: : A Woman, of 
& enſe 


e 

; Senſe and Virtue, will infallibly be 
more truly happy; i in the Arms of a 

Man of Honour and Merit, though N 
they ſhare only the ordinary Conve- 
niences of Life, than ſhe could poſ- | 
fibly be, with a Rabe, or a Fribble, 

though he poſſeſſed both the Indies. 
— In ſhort, Happineſs in Marriage 
can only be ET when ; | 


7 be Fair ſpall liſten to bet 0 n 
Garth. 
A Word or two more, and I kak 
done. As our Conduct in the 
Choice of a Partner for: Life, is of 
theutmoſt Con ſequence, i it undoubt- 
edly concerns us, to be particularly 
| circumſpeR i inthe Affair; and there- 
fore it maynot perhaps be altogether 


unreaſonable to inquire, How far 
the NO of a-Parent extends 


on 


re 29 * ET 

on this Occaſion? For my on 
part, I ſhall not pretend to deter- 

mine on the Subject, but ſhall leave 
this Point to be decided by learned T3 
Caſuifts; thus much, however, 1 3 
think, Reaſon, and the Nature of 
Things diate, that no Parent has a 
Right to make his Child unhappy: 
Now if marrying People in direct 
Oppoſition to their Inclinations, be 
not making them unhappy, I own, 

| I know not what Happineſs and 

„ Miley 1 mean; ſince 


3 — What i FI Weduck farced, but a Hell, 

=. An Age of Diſcord, and continual Strife? 
Whereas the contrary bringeth forth Bliſs, 

85 Aud i 15 4 Pattern of cete flial Peace. | 


Shakeſpear. d 


If this i is 5 Cale how highly 


criminal are thoſe Parents, who pe- 


— remptorily 
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5 Tt: 30 3 1 
rempterily inſiſt on their Chi- 
dren s marrying, abſolutely contra - 
ry totheirown Inclinations, and thus 
_ arrogate a Power, which God and 
Nature never gave them} Let thoſe 
Fathers, who have thus conſidered 
their Daughters as theirprivate Pro- 
perty, and who have diſpoſed of them 
accordingly to the 'Beft: Bidders, 
tremble. for the account they — ö 
one Day give, ſince it will then ap- 
pear, that they ——— 
the important Duty, but the Grati- 
fication of their own Pride, Ava- : 
rice, or Ambition. 5 
IEEE witha Tranſcript "i 
'Aa Play of Haywood, as wen by the 
Tatler. bo.” 


Ob Marriage! Eurpiol, 2 , ſafeſt State, 
Let Debauchees and Drunkards ſeorn thy Rites ; 


my in their nauſeous Draughts and Liſts, profane 5 
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4-1 Both Theeand Heav'n, by whom thouters or das 
Him can the Savage call it loſs of Freedom, 
bus to converſe with, thus to gaze at 
A faithful, beauteous Friend ? ee 
Blu not, my Fair One, that thy Low app ” 


2. bee, 


Ner be it painful to my wedded Wife, | 


That my full Heart &erflows in praiſe of Thee. 


Thou artby Law, by Intereſt, Paſſion, mine 


Paſſion and Reaſon join in love of Thee : 


Thus, thro a World of Calumny and Fraud, 


We paſs both unreproach'd, both undeceiv d; 
While in each other's Intereſt and Happineſs, |. 


We without Art our Faculties employ, 
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